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to her as a crime the means by which she had saved her trunk.
From a multitude of jibes and bitter innuendos you were required
to conclude, that during the plundering and discomfiture she had
endeavoured to work herself into favour with the captain of the
band, and had persuaded him, Heaven knew by what arts and
complaisance, to give her back the chest unhurt. To all this she
answered nothing; only clanked with the large padlocks of her
box, to impress her censurers completely with its presence, and
by her own good fortune to augment their desperation.

CHAPTER VHL

THOUGH our friend was weak from loss of blood, and though
ever since the appearance of that helpful angel his feelings had
been soft and mild, yet at last he could not help getting vexed at
the harsh and unjust speeches which, as he continued silent, the
discontented company went on uttering against him. Feeling
himself strong enough to sit up, and expostulate on the annoyance
they were causing to their friend and leader, he raised his band-
aged head, and propping himself with some difficulty, and leaning
against the wall, he began to speak as follows:

" Considering the pain which your losses occasion, I forgive
you for assailing me with injuries at a moment when you should
condole with me; for opposing me and casting me from you, the
first time I have needed to look to you for help. The services I
did you, the complaisance I showed you, I regarded as sufficiently
repaid by your thanks, by your friendly conduct: do not warp my
thoughts, do not force my heart to go back and calculate what I
have done for you; the calculation would be painful to me. Chance
brought me near you, circumstances and a secret inclination kept
me with you. I participated in your labours and your pleasures :
my slender abilities were ever at your service. If you now blame
me with bitterness for the mishap that has befallen us, you do not
recollect that the first project of taking this road came to us from
stranger people, was tried by all of you, and sanctioned by every
one as well as me.

" Had our journey ended happily, each would have taken
credit to himself for the happy thought of suggesting this plan and
preferring it to others; each would joyfully have put us in mind
of our deliberations and of the vote he gave; but now you